
ST  HELENS 
STORY





St Helens is a large and significant borough at 

the heart of the north west of England which 

came to prominence during the industrial 

revolution. It was a centre for innovation 

in glass making, chemical production and 

pharmaceuticals and is the birthplace of  

brands such as Beechams and Pilkingtons. 



Although St Helens has been an industrial 

centre it boasts rural surroundings with 

agriculture, traditional villages and plenty 

of green space.



St Helens has a prime position on the national 

motorway network and rail network, is less than 30 

minutes from the Port of Liverpool, 40 minutes from 

Manchester and has a market of over 35 million people 

within just a few hours drive. 

St Helens sits at the heart of the North West,  

the Atlantic Gateway and the SuperPort initiative which 

are all key drivers of growth within the North. 



More and more big name businesses 

are appreciating that St Helens really 

is a fantastic location. 



ST  HELENS  
IS  A  GREAT 
PL ACE  TO  BE





We’ve taken a long hard look at our borough  

and we know it is a special place. Few locations 

can match what St Helens has to offer, which 

makes it a place in which people want to live, 

invest and visit.



This story explains why St Helens is the choice of 

many. It captures the essence of the area and what it 

is that makes St Helens the ‘educated choice’   
in which to invest, live, work and visit.

Our collaborative place led approach, involving public, 

private and community sectors, is putting innovation, 
aspiration and quality at the heart of what we do 

to give St Helens the profile it deserves.



Whilst some elements of this story are about 

where we have come from and what we have 

now, they also reflect our future; so our  

approach is both aspirational and rooted  

in a reality that can be experienced today.





OUR  VISION 
FOR 
ST  HELENS



FROM 
INDUSTRY 
TO 
INGENUIT Y



St Helens has a successful and innovative 
industrial and manufacturing history. This rich heritage 

formed the basis of a vision for the borough. 

Whilst the time of mass employment in manufacturing 

and industry has largely gone St Helens remains a  
major economic player today.



There needs to be a shift in thinking to focus 

on emergent market opportunities and smaller 

businesses who apply innovation and  

inventiveness to what they do. 



Innovation is in the blood of St Helens, whether 

in glass or chemicals, or in having the world’s 

first industrial canal and first locomotive 

trials in Rainhill, St Helens has always been an 

inventive place. We need to capture this again. 



In NGF we have a recent winner of the 

Queens Award for innovation but we 

need more; we need innovation in every 

sector and to attract digital and  

creative businesses to locate  

themselves in our borough. 



Critically, the borough is making use of what’s in its 

DNA and what made it special to be at the forefront 

of its renaissance; enterprise and entrepreneurship.  

This also drives our approach to culture and the arts and 

we are creating a hotbed of creativity, driven by 

fresh thinking with the aim of inspiring a new generation.

 

This ingenious approach means doing things differently 

from the future of our town centre to celebrating our 

glass heritage and utilising the DREAM sculpture and its 

surroundings.





Our place vision is supported by  

two themes which will differentiate  

St Helens and characterise how we  

are a great place for residents,  

visitors and investors.





CULTURALLY 
CENTRED



We are determined that St Helens is going to be a place 

that nurtures, celebrates and hosts culture in all 
its forms and we have a foundation on which to build 

this. Many of the cultural assets celebrate the borough’s 

intangible industries, heritage and communities.

We want to build on our heritage and culture 

to be a national centre for socially engaged arts and 

cultural practice.



We have established cultural assets in  

St Helens. We see these working together 

and supplemented to form a hub of arts 

and cultural practice that is of national and 

potentially international significance. 



They will be used as a catalyst to bring a 

different cultural offer to St Helens that will 

enliven our town centre and reach all parts of 

our community. This has to be about ambition, 

that engages our young people and changes 

the way we view ourselves.



We want a town centre where people 

want to come and have a quality 

experience that makes people want  

to come again.

 



St Helens has the benefit of being a cultural hub 
within the cultural heartland of Liverpool, Manchester 

and the north west. Closer to home you can enjoy the 

sculptural wonder of DREAM set on a hill above the 

town and coming soon the Shakespeare North initiative 

in Prescot.

A focus on culture will help bring greater vibrancy into 

St Helens, stimulate the evening economy, animate the 

considerable space we have, support retail activity and 

provide a quality of life offer that further encourages 

businesses to invest and make St Helens an even better 

place to live.







EDUC ATED 
CHOICE



St Helens is a fantastic place to grow a family and 

live your life. With two of the best cities in the UK on 

the doorstep allied to beautiful countryside and urban 

green spaces, but also with the connectivity to get you 

places, why wouldn’t we be the ‘educated choice’ in 

which to locate? 

The area also boasts outstanding education provision 

that extends right through from primary schools 
to post-16 and even University degrees. 

Our education system is turning out fantastic young 

people who will provide the ingenuity and energy to  

power the future St Helens.



The area also offers many different places 

you can call home, from new housing 

developments to rural villages, with the 

potential for professionals to live in the town 

centre and even waterside living. 



There is already a tremendous range of things 

to do in your leisure time that are right on your 

doorstep including Super League rugby league 

in the heart of the town, watching horse racing 

at Haydock Park, or avoiding the monkeys at 

Knowsley Safari Park! 



The borough is also home to Carr Mill 

Dam, Merseyside’s largest body of inland 

water, offering picturesque lakeside 

trails and walks in addition to national 

competitive powerboating and  

angling events. 



Not only that, we have the Lake District,  

Peak District and North Wales just a short 

drive away as well as the bright lights of the 

big cities and their shop till you drop offer.



And if you want to make an ‘educated choice’ as 

to where to base your business, St Helens must be in 

your considerations. To start with, it’s got location, 
location, location helped by easy access to UK 

and international transport network whether that’s by 

road, rail, air, or sea.

We have a strong work ethic, young people who are  

well educated, successful and established 
businesses in a range of sectors and a market 

of over 35 million people within a few hours drive of  

St Helens. Most importantly we will continue to focus 

on entrepreneurship, enterprise and innovation as our 

routes to growth and prosperity.



The national economy is set to undergo 

major sectoral and geographic rebalancing 

as it adapts to, and takes advantage of, 

the new global strategy of post Brexit UK. 
St Helens is set to develop as the strategic fulcrum of the Liverpool Manchester Corridor 

which will be a major beneficiary of this; particularly when combined with the Northern 

Powerhouse and Government’s new industrial strategy.



ST  HELENS: 
FROM 
INDUSTRY 
TO 
INGENUIT Y





www. invest i nsthelens .com


